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Our Friends, the Torturers 

ByiQlJSESIEBX 

Tliej^ted:Stal^.ha$Joag.puiportedtto.be-outiagedoverSyria's'bad-belu 
beiiig the possible Syrian involvement in the assassination of tiw fonner Lebanese prime minister, 
Rafik Hariri. 

From tibe U.S. perspective, Syria is led by a gangster regime diot has, aoKMig other things, qxHisored 
terrorism, aided the insurgency in Iraq and engaged in torture. So here's fhe question. If Syria is such a 
bad actor - and it is - why would the Bush administration swze a Canadian citizen at Kennedy Airport 
in New Yoric, put him on an executive jet, fly him in shacldes to the Mi^ite 
over to the Syrians, who pionqitly tmtured Mun? 



The administration is trying to have it both ways in its soiled war on^tmor. It claims to be fighting 
for fineedom, democracy and the rule of law, and it condemns barbaric b|HiBvior whenever it is 
committed by someone else. At the same time, it is engaged in its own Mrbaric behavior, while going 
out of its way to Veep that behavior concealed from the American public and the world at large. 

The man grabbed at Kennedy Airport and thrown by American oflFicials into a Syrian nightmare was 
Maher Arar, a 34-year-old native of Syria who emigrated to Canada as a teenager. No one, not even the 
Syrians v«4io torhired hun, have been able to present any evidence linioB^ 

He was taken into custody on the afternoon of Sept. 26, 2002, and was not released until Oct. S, 2003. 
He was never charged, and vibm he waant being br utdkcd, he siynt muc h of his.time jn an.u{iI.it,.ratsH 
- *~-=-^iiifested'celttfiareBindai'liiita ol a'gnSiS! " '"*' " ' — ^ 

Government officials know diat diis kind of activity is not just wnmg but rqnehensibJe, whidi is why ' 
they won't admit publicly to the policy that permits them to kidnap individuids like Mr. Arar and send 
them oif to regimes known to engage in torture. The poti(^ is known as extraordinary rendition, which 
is an extreme variation of a little-known but longstandmg legal ptineiph called rendition. Rendition 
most commonly refers to the extrajudicial transfer of individuals from a foreign countiy to die United 
Stales for the purpose of answering criminal charges. 

Think, for example, of a drug kingpin who is abducted in Colombia and brought to the U.S. to stand 
trial for trafficking. The defendant is said to have been "rendered" to justice in the U.S. 

The courts here have tended to overhiok the drcunstances simrounduig the sei23ire of such suspects. 
But upon arrival in the U.S., the noimal rides of due process in criminal proceedings kick in, and the 
suspect is entitled to a &ir trial. 
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In extraonUnaiy lendition there are no. rules. The person seized, presumably a terror suspect; is thnist 
into a highly secret zone of utter lawlessness, with no rights whatever. The entire point of this atrocious 
exercise is to transfer the suspect to a re^e skilled in the art of torture. It's as if a cop picked up a 
suspect on the street and handed him over to the Mafia to extract a confession. One's guilt or innocence 
is not relevant. No legal defease is permitted. If a nusiake is made, too bad. 

U.S. officials knew what they were doing w^en they gave the signal to ship Mr. Arar to Syria. As fin- 
back as 1 996, the State Dep artm e n t had tfns to say in a report about human rights in Syria; 

"FOTmer prisoners and detainees have reported that torture methods include electrical shocks; pulling 
out fingernails; the forced insertion of objects into the rectum; beatings, sometimes while the victim is 
suspended from the ceiling; hyperextensioa of the spine; and the use of a chair that bends backwaeds to 
asphyxiate the victim ot ftacture the spine." 



Acoordingto the State Department, torture vras most likely to occur at one of the many detentioii 
centers run by die Syrian security forces, "puticularly while the authorities are trying to extract a 
confession or information about an alleged crime or alleged accomplices." 

Extraordinary rendition is antithetical to everything Americans are supposed to believe in. It violates 
American law. It violates international law. And it is a profound violation^of our own most fundamental 
moiral inqierati ve - that there are Uiiiits to the way we treat od»r hinnan 
and great fear. 
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